AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A signal switching device comprising: 

a selecting unit operable to selec t a video signal fro m any one of a plurality of video 
signal inputs , each video signal input being transmitted from an input source device of a plurality 
of input source devices : 

a memory for storing information; 

a reading channel for reading the informatio n from- eat-ef an output destination device- 
which that is an output destination of a -the video signal; 

a reading unit operable to read the informatio n through said reading channel, the 
information indicating a physical address of said signal switching device an d indicating a status 
of the output destination devic e through said reading channel ; 

a storing unit operable to store the information read by said reading unit into said 
memory; 

a read-out unit operable to read out the information stored in said memory; 

a plurality of read-out channels for outputting the information to the- a plurality of input 
source devices , each read-out channel of said plurality of read-out channels corresponding to a 
respective input source device of the plurality of input source devices which is an input source of 
a plurality of video signal inputs ; and 

an outputting unit operable to output the information indicating the status of the output 

destination device (i) through-said a read-out channel , of said plurality of read-out channels, that 

corresponds to the input source device transmitting the video signal selected by said selecting 

unit and (ii) to the input source device transmitting the video signal selected by said selecting 
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unit . 



Claim 2 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 1, wherein 
said outputting unit is operable to output the information indicating the status of the output 



video signal input-selected by said selecting unit. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 2 further 
comprising an address setup unit operable to set up a respective physical address of each of th e 
input source device based on the physical address of said signal switching device, 

wherein said outputting unit is operable to ou^u t each respective- fee physical address. 
of each input source device to each , which is sot up by said address setup unit, for the respective 
input source device devic e s , and 

wherein said selecting unit is operable to select a video signal inpu t-that corresponds- 
corr e sponding to the physical address of^ input source device from any on e of the plurality of 
input source devices. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a plurality of control signal transmission lines for transmitting a device control signal 
between the output destination device and the respective input source devices; 

a voltage detecting unit operable to detect a voltage status o f eac h said rcspoctivo 




destination device onl y through from said read-out channel that corresponds- 




tothe 
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control signal transmissio n of said plurality of control signal transmission lines; and 

a power status control unit operable to change a status ofa power supply of said signal 
switching device depending on the detecte d voltage status- result obtained by said voltage 
detecting unit. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 4, wherein 
said power status control unit is operable to turn on the power supply of said signal switching 
device whe n , in the caso whoro a pull-up of_ a said control signal transmission line of said 
plurality of control signal transmission lines is detected by said voltage detecting unit. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 4, wherein 
said power status control unit is operable to turn off the power supply of said signal switching 
device whe n in th e case where the detected voltage status of-isaid_a control signal transmission 
line of said plurality of control signal transmission lines is decreased to a ground voltage by said 
voltag e d e t e cting unit . 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 1 further 

comprising: 

a plurality of control signal transmission lines for transmitting a device control signal 

between the output destination device and the respective input source devices; and 

a power supply control unit operable to control_a power supply to all of or part of the 

output destination device and the respective input source devices depending on whether or not_ 
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each-said respective control signal transmissio n line of said plurality of control signal 
transmission lines-a^e js used. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 7, wherein 
said power supply control unit is operable to supply powe r whe n in th e cas e wh e r e a message,- 
which being the device control signal, is transmitted to a respective^ said control signal 
transmission line. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) The signal switching device according to Claim 7, wherein 
said power supply control unit is operable to stop_a power suppl y when a respectiv e in the case 
wher e said control signal transmission line is not used. 

Claims 10-21 (Cancelled) 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended) A signal switching method comprising: 

a selecting step^ of selectin g a video signal fro m any on e of a plurality of video signal 

inputs , each video signal input being fransmitted from an input source device of a plurality of 

input source devices ; 

a reading step-fef of reading informatio n through a reading channel, the information 

indicating an own_ a physical address of a signal switching device an d indicating a status of aa_ 

output destination device that is an output destination of the video signal through a , and the 

reading channe l being for reading the informatio n from- eu^^the output destination device- 
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which is an output destination of a video signal ; 

a storing step-fef of storing the information read in said reading step into a memory; 
a read-out step4ef of reading out the information stored in the memory; and 
an outputting step^ of outputting the information indicating the status of the output 
destination device (i) through a read-out channel of a plurality of read-out channels for 
outputting the information to a part of or all of a the plurality of input source devices , each read- 
out channel of the plurality of read-out channels corresponding to a respective input source 
device of the plurality of input source devices which are input sourcos of a plurality of video 
signal inputs , the read-out channel through which the information is output corresponding to the 
input source device transmitting the video signal selected by said selecting step, and (ii^ to the 
input source device transmitting the video signal selected by said selecting step . 

Claim 23 (Cancelled) 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium having a program 
recorded thereon, the program-^ causing a computer to execute a method comprising : 

a selecting step^ef of selectin g a video signal fro m any one o f a plurality of video signal 
inputs , each video signal input being transmitted from an input source device of a plurality of 
input source devices ; 

a reading step-fef of reading informatio n through a reading channel, the information 

indicating_a physical address of a main device an d indicating a status of an output destination 

device that is an output destination of the video signal through a . and the reading channel being 
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for reading the information from - OB^^the output destination device which is an output 
destination of a video signal ; 

a storing step4ef_of storing the information read in said reading step into a memory; 
a read-out step^ of reading out the information stored in the memory; and 
an outputting step4ef of outputting the information indicating the status of output 
destination device (i) through a read-out channel of a plurality of read-out channels for 
outputting the information to a part of or all of a the p lurality of input source devices , each read- 
out channel of the plurality of read-out channels corresponding to a respective input source 
device of the plurality of input source devices which are input sources of a plurality of vid e o 
signal inputs , the read-out channel through which the information is output corresponding to the 
input source device fransmitting the video signal selected by said selecting step, and (ii^ to the 
input source device fransmitting the video signal selected by said selecting step . 

Claim 25 (Cancelled) 

Claim 26 (New) A signal switching device comprising: 

a plurality of control signal transmission lines for transmitting a device control signal 
between an output destination device that is an output destination of a video signal and a 
plurality of input source devices; 

a selecting unit operable to select a video signal from a plurality of video signal inputs, 
each video signal input being transmitted from an input source device of the plurality of input 
source devices; 




9 



a memory for storing information; 

a reading channel for reading the information from the output destination device that is 
the output destination of the video signal; 

a reading unit operable to read the information through said reading channel, the 
information indicating a physical address of said signal switching device and indicating a status 
of the output destination device; 

a storing unit operable to store the information read by said reading unit into said 
memory; 

a read-out unit operable to read out the information stored in said memory; 

a plurality of read-out channels for outputting the information to the plurality of input 
source devices, each read-out channel of said plurality of read-out channels corresponding to a 
respective input source device of the plurality of input source devices; and 

an outputting unit operable to output the information indicating the status of the output 
destination device through a read-out channel of the plurality of read-out channels to a respective 
input source device, 

wherein said selecting unit is operable to select the video signal of the plurality of video 

input signals according to the device control signal transmitted, via said plurality of control 
signal transmission lines, from the input source device that received the information indicating 
the status of the output destination device. 

Claim 27 (New) The signal switching device according to claim 26, wherein said 

outputting unit is operable to output the information indicating the status of the output 

10 



destination device through a read-out channel, of said plurality of read-out channels, that 
corresponds to the input source device transmitting the video signal selected by said selecting 
unit. 

Claim 28 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 26, wherein said 
outputting unit is operable to output the information indicating the status of the output 
destination device only through said read-out channel that corresponds to the video signal 
selected by said selecting unit. 

Claim 29 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 28 further comprising an 
address setup unit operable to set up a respective physical address of each input source device 
based on the physical address of said signal switching device, 

wherein said outputting mit is operable to output each respective physical address of 
each input source device to each respective input source device, and 

wherein said selecting unit is operable to select a video signal that corresponds to the 
physical address of an input source device of the plurality of input source devices. 

Claim 30 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 26 further comprising: 

a voltage detecting unit operable to detect a voltage status of each control signal 
transmission line of said plurality of control signal transmission lines; and 

a power status control unit operable to change a status of a power supply of said signal 

switching device depending on the detected voltage status obtained by said voltage detecting 

11 



unit. 

Claim 31 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 30, wherein said power 
status control unit is operable to turn on the power supply of said signal switching device when a 
pull-up of a control signal transmission line of said plurality of control signal transmission lines 
is detected by said voltage detecting unit. 

Claim 32 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 30, wherein said power 
status control unit is operable to turn off the power supply of said signal switching device when 
the detected voltage status of a control signal transmission line of said plurality of control signal 
transmission lines is decreased to a ground voltage. 

Claim 33 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 26 further comprising a 
power supply control unit operable to control a power supply to all of or part of the output 
destination device and the respective input source devices depending on whether or not each 
respective control signal transmission line of said plurality of control signal transmission lines is 
used. 

Claim 34 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 33, wherein said power 
supply control unit is operable to supply power when a message, being the device control signal, 
is transmitted to a respective control signal transmission line. 
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Claim 35 (New) The signal switching device according to Claim 33, wherein said power 
supply control unit is operable to stop a power supply when a respective control signal 
transmission line is not used. 
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